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rethan two yearsin the mystical
- thefollowi ngincidentisthe

>-135sat night in IMCcondltlons
i'mng asafour-ship froma

bhment | was Dash last. The

|ght was uneventful, given the

ere tanking off of aK C-10, and the

er was clear. Our goal wasto be overhead
'Point, N.C., during daylight tofly the

divisioninto thebresk.

With about an hour remaining, Dash 2 devel -
oped oil-pressure problems, which made him abit
nervous. However, he decided to press, because
the enginerpm was staying within limits.

We had taken off ontime, but thewindsalong
theway were not favorable, hard to believe,
heading east. Consequently, it was going to get
darker than anticipated. Also, although the forecast
weather into Cherry Point wasVMC, aswe got
closer, it appeared we would have to penetrate
somethick cloud cover to reach VMC. ATISwas
caling thefield clear. | assumed weweregoing to
pressfor theoverhead, but | didn’t say anything.

Then thefun began. It started getting dark. As
adivision, we had to makean IMC penetration to
VMC, and we had awesak jet in the formation.
Why not get separate clearanceswhilewe were
abovethe cloudsVMC?Although not ascooal, it

- would makelife easier and control afew risks.

“Oh, well,” | thought, “we'll see.”

As predicted, once we started to descend, the
weather became asignificant factor. We spent
what seemed an eternity in the clouds asApproach
vectored usaround at 11,000 feet. We were
balanced, which put me on theleft side of the
formation—not thefavored position of Prowler
pilots. When my section lead’slightsbegan to fade,
| figured it wasthicker clouds. As| moved closer,
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movi ng‘up a1d closer to keep“
lead on the clear canopy. At that 2
moment, thedivisonturned intome. | :
remember staring at awhole ot of airplaneand
wondering what metal on metal would sound like.
The cloudswere reported scattered at 9,000
feet and below, yet not once did the lead try to get
usinto the clear. However, hedid begin to seethe
futility of the situation and decided to split up the
formationto land asindividuals. Wefirst got rid of
our lamebird. Then therest of uspeeled off, still in
the goo. Therest of theflight was uneventful,
except for my vertigo, which eventually dissipated.
What did | learn from that experience? At
many pointsleading up to my scariest moment, a
link in the chain could have been broken. Anyone,
mysalf included, could have recommended splitting
up theflight, which, in retrospect, wasclearly the
preferred method. | could have called “lost sight”
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Prowler photo by Senior Airman Greg L. Davis
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| remember staring at a whole lot of airplane and
wondering what metal on metal would sound like.

and madeaplay for theclear air below; that would OPNAVINST 3710 doesn't prohibit flying
have been alast-ditch maneuver. Either way, it divisonsinto IMC conditions; however, | don't
would have made my situation safer. know of any lead who would do such athing
Because of the perception that our lead was unlessit was absolutely necessary for accomplish-
not one of the best when it cameto constructive ing amission. It surehadn’t been during theflight |
debriefing, we never discussed thisflight, whichis  just described.
another reason why I’ mwriting thisarticle. It | wondered for along timeif thisstory would
wasn't thefirst timel had flown into IMC condi- beworth revisiting and sending into Approach.
tionsinadivision. Without aproper debrief to Thelessonissimple, but thefact that it happened
consider al pointsof view, thelearning pointswere  more than once meansit could happen again. - .
not discussed, thus paving theway for it to happen Capt. Schuette flies with VMAQ-4.
again.
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